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REPORT OF THE LIBRARY COMMITTEE. 


Your Committee hereby present their annual report for the 
ending February 24th, 1886. 

The report of the Librarian. hereto annexed. contains m 
valuable information. to which your attention is called. 

At the beginning of the nunicipal year your Committee learn- 


with regret. that_Mr. James S$. Draper declined a re-election . 


Librarian. This action on his part was not taken for lack 


interest. but that. after a service of twénty vears, advancing «2 


called a halt. His long and faithful services justly merit 
warmest praise. It is a matter of congratulation that we hav: 
long had the benefit of his system and method, which has lar. 
contributed to the success of the library and substantial aid t 
patrons. Vo him lis duties were a labor of love, having ins 
the permanent good of the institution he so fondly cherished. 

t could not be expected that we could secure a successcr 6 
could, immediately. at least, fill the position as Mr. Draper |: 


Your Committee appointed Mrs. Sarah E. Heard, and we 
cheerfully say she has done excellently well for one new t 
duties of the office: and we have reason to believe that. 
further experience, her continued success will prove her emin 
fitted for the place. 


The annual examination of the Library was made Janun) 


18862 and we find im anv instances the books have been ml- 


during the vear. and we have been able to trace this wreng | 
comparnutively small number of patrons. It should be remen 
that the Library belongs to the town. and that the books are 
loaned to the citizens on conditions. one of whieh is careful 
ment. and when this condition is violated the right to /» 


is. for sn time at least. forfeited, The Committee will te 
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yelled to debar those who misuse the 
the Library. 

During the past year three hundred and fifty-four hooks have 
been added. by gift. exchange ani pureh: 


hooks from the privileges of 


tse—iiaking the total 
iuber of volumes now in the Library 9 osc 


We are pleased to state that the circulation of the Library has 


There has been taken out 


ttV-thires \ olumes. being two 


inerendsed largely during the vear 
eleven thousand four hundred wd ei] 
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thousand four hundred more than Veur, This is very satis- 
factory and encouraging. We are elid to Know that our es ; 2 
are reading more ; that the Library is appreciated : that hehe oe 
upon its shelves are not mere ormunents. but treasures of Oe, 
. lve and living thought; that. if our people coutinue to seek after 
the good to be found in this free institution. it must nell in 
tovntal and moral improvement. and also that the A mnliaients ) 
of the Library is approved by our fellow citizens. ae 
Be LOMGUART: 
ISAAC DAMON, 
EMILY A. IIEARD, 
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